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o EXF| X REBIFEEZARMEN: L FESECm, TR SRR FE
Ve K34k, Shen, Dan. Stylistics and Translation. Beijing: Peking UP, 1995. 754 7
B3, SITHEAEE T 2 G BIXFEAERE 5 B bRyE:, 140, Professor Shen writes that the

standard of faithfulness and accuracy is not only “a principle for translating business
contracts, but an attitude in translation” (Shen 191). (5| 3Chrid: HPGEDF ). 2) HESHE XL
B, MRANERR P EEE REE RRE SRBEFEM. AR ZERE
H AR AL, 2002, T84 RS, 51 SR 16 25 BEXREERG 5 bR, 411, Educator
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The mechanism of metaphor is actually the nucleus of the study of metaphor.

For more than two thousand years, metaphor was viewed as a device of rhetoric, an
attachment to lafiguage. Inf@acecordancewith.this perspective,;metaphor was a
comparison between two things that do not belong to the same category or was
regarded as one word used to substitute another because there were preexisting
similarities between them. As a result of this perspective, two theories took shape:
one was the Comparison Theory, the other was the Theory of Substitution. But
modern scholars discard the perspective, holding that metaphor is not only a device
of rhetoric, to besmore important; it is a'leading way for human:beings to know this

world, a way of thinking.  CHF 3ZIH 22 (XS N1 56
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/ANDU L

Key words: metaphor; collocation; terms

(ER: KB 3-5 4, FREN, W52 B2 537, R H AR,

oAt Hm] B  BEA KD

FRELERTETR WMHAE—ROTENE 10 BENRFLE



www.51lunwen.org FEE RS qq: 949925041

— b
ol

DN

/N
Times
New

Roman.

37

&l

DN

ZNIR
Times
New
Roman.
AN
ZEPE—

=20
o

DN

/NDY
Times
New

Roman.

ANTITHE

e Contents Times New Roman,
4T~ Times New . :

- AL L
Roman. /bl

>A bstract te et et eee eer ees bee e ve ebe ee eee bes ven bee ve abe ee ees ben ben b ben bee ave s ave e een e o 1

I IS TR A o X VI ol o 1 1 TP |

Il. A Historical Retrospection of Metaphor.............o oo i 2
2.1 Aristotelian School: Metaphor—A Device of Rhetoric...........................2

2.2 The Platonic School—Language is Metaphorical....ccc.cccoeevveivvivvnicns. 5
2.3 The Study of Metapherfrom the 20" Century to the Present............c........... 6
FHE. 0N Similarity . o e e et e s et et e e et e ee et e et eee e eae wee e e T
3.1 Similarity: A Fundamental Criterion for the Classification of Metaphor........... 7
3.2 Similarity and Culture ... e s e et e e e et e e et e e e e eee 2 9
3.3 Similarity and Category .. i v e e e eve vt et ve e sve e e ee e 1.0
3.4 The Relationship Between Similarity and Knowledge.........ccceceueneen.. 13
IV. On the Mechanism of Metaphor.......cccoeoeviiiiiciviiciiiiieiieeeen ... 15
4.1 Black’s Interaction TheOrY....iie i e vevee e cer e se et eeeeeneennn. 15
4.1.1 Introduction to the Interaction Theory.....vviviviiieiccieeienen... 15
4.1.2 Some Defects of the Interaction Theory......ccciiiivivieieeinnn.. 16

4.2 Lakoffian Conceptual Metaphor Theory.....civviiciicieeceeeenn... 19

FRELERTETR WMHAE—ROTENE 10 BENRFLE



INE 3R

N

ZNLR
Times
New
Roman.
AN
AP

www.51lunwen.org FEE RS qq: 949925041

4.2.1 The Philosophical Basis of Lakoffian Theory......coveniiennnn.n.

4.2.2 Lakoffian Theory on the Mechanism of Metaphor.........ccvcvivven.

4.2.3 The Deficiencies of Lakoffian Theory in Expounding the Creation of

SIMILAMIEY e e et ere e 26

.1 An Introduction to the Conceptual Integration Theory..ame..cccecvveene...

4.3.1.1 Four Mental SPaCesS .. e vt et et vt et e e e e e e

4.3.1.2 Three Processes Of BT ..ot e e st e e vee e e

4.3.1.3 Optimality Principles of BT .. e e

4.3.2 The Advantages of BT in Solving the Paradox of the Two Former

TheohieSeBem ... 4. sogws.... g0 A............ B ......... 4 34

4.3.2.1 The,Generic_Mental SpPaceu ... iue e de e fSeeeetecveeveereeee e

4.3.2.2 The Blending Space and Emergent Structure........cccveeerennen.

4.3.2.3 The Other Advantages Of BT.....riiiiiiines e ieneenns

LY A o o X o T o3 IV T3 1K o N 1 P

Bibliography . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Acknowledgements . ... e it v e v e e e et e e e e e

FRELERTETR WMHAE—ROTENE 10 BENRFLE

4.3 Conceptual Integration. TheOIrY . v i s camee e e e e e e e s

19

21

29

29

33

34

.34

35

40

42

45

46



www.51lunwen.org FEE RS qq: 949925041

WP HE K
W A5 2 48 M Introduction & 7r FF 4555 1 W, HEF
Acknowledgements & ® , ( A

Acknowledgements).

HBATIF A : BT CERRENRI) RS EIR 2 —
) = BRI F B0 P T (3830, — U 2
—~ R E—~ Hx—~1EX (ARAERS TRUIN7ES
B U T BUE AR EWRTE) — 2% 30— 20
CIRITITENH A4 40

WJE: 4.5cm, /MF, Times New Roman; FXlZk

FRELERTETR WMHAE—ROTENE 10 BENRFLE



www.51lunwen.org FEE RS qq: 949925041

T 1.8cm

Bibliography #1 Acknowledgement _kTf]

>
=
=
i

(PR ICRHEAS

RGN TR

— Times New Roman

24T A ASATHE |/// — R b R T

Times New Roman =5,

TR IR ™ 2% /NI —47

s a~s |1 INtroduction

i >

The study of metaphor has long been with us and the focus of the study is the
mechanism of metaphor. It is the most significant and indispensable part of the

study. For more than two thousand years, the study is carried on mainly from the

. perspective of rhetoric, viewing metaphor as a device of rhetoric, an
X FREEERTER AL -RNTENE 10 TERRFLR
. )
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embellishment of language. The representative of the theories in this long period
is Aristotle’s Comparison Theory and Quintilian’s Theory of Substitution.
Because metaphor is not only a rhetorical phenomenon, but also one of cognition,
the interpretation force of these theories is very limited. In 1936, I.A. Richards
put forward Interaction Theory. Later Max Black made an elaboration of the
work ofshisy Interaction Theory claims that metaphor is a cognitively irreducible
phenomenon that works not at the“level of word combination, but much deeper,
arising out of the interaction between the conceptual structures underlying the
words. But the ones who really turn the study of metaphor to a new page are
George Lakoff and Mark Johnson. The mark of this change is the publication of

the book named Metaphors We Live By. The theory of Lakoff and Johnson’s is

Conceptual Metaphor Theory. As these scholars regard metaphor as the creation
of similarity, their theories concentrate on how the similarity is created and how
the new meaning is produced though their interpretations are not perfect.
Recently;sanother theory appeared—Conceptual Integration Theory or Blending
Theory. Comparatively speakingsit is ‘more convincing on the mechanism of
metaphor than the other two.(LL N4 l%, 1634 s > A>T 300 )

bR LTS ——— — bR T

. o
— Times New Roman Times New Roman — 75
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. A Historical Retrospection of Metaphor — A Times New
Roman P45 . THiA% Jik
TARAAT

2.1 Aristotelian School: Metaphor--A Device of Rhetoric
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Andrew Ortony, one of the most influential writers on metaphor, has pointed
out, and there are few who would disagree with him, that it is still the case that “Any

serious study of metaphor is almost obliged to start with the works of Aristotle”

(Ortony 3). (BbAbYRTISCRYE: E& vi6d)

In Poetics, Aristotle expounds the essence, function and the way of explanation
of metaphor as three huclei. He definessmetaphor.as “the-application of an alien
name by transference eitherfrom genus'to species, orfrom species to genus, or
from species to species, or by analogy, that is, proportion”(Aristotle 71). Then he

gives four kinds of metaphor:

13
43k 10
ANFBE
Ja AN
. EF
%2 1AT

7 Since ‘lying at anchor’ is a species of the genus ‘lying’, one can say ‘there

lies my ship’ (genus-to-species metaphor), since ‘ten thousand’ is a species
of a ‘large number’, one can say verily ten thousand noble deeds hath

Odysseus wrought (species-to-genus metaphor). Since ‘te draw away’ and

‘to cleave’ are each a'species of the genus ‘taking away’, one can say with
blade of bronze drew away the life (species-to-species metaphor). And

since old age is to life as evening to the day, one can say that old age is the

evening of life (ibid.). (JLAF 5 ibid. 7= A A I, 53t abs EARIE . A

JHEE S A, Bl block quotation,  HiIE A 5 F—1T )

All metaphors, Aristotle believes, fall into at least one of these four categories,
although analogy metaphors are the most pleasing. Aristotle also‘holds that
metaphor can make the prosaic style charming, and stresses that«it«can only be
confined to poetry (ibid. 72). This perspective leads to the later theorists making
distinction between poetic language and everyday language. Especially in Chapter 21

and 22 of Poetics, Aristotle states that every word “is either current, or strange, or

metaphor, or ornamental, or newly coined, or lengthened, or contracted, or

FRELERTETR WMHAE—ROTENE 10 BENRFLE
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altered”(ibid.70). It is obvious that Aristotle classifies metaphors as lying outside
normal language use. They are deviant or aberrant forms of discourse. He also holds
that metaphor has no cognitive value and is merely an embellishment of language
(Kittay 1). Also in this chapter of Poetics, he elaborates how metaphors are unusual
and discusses the relationship between metaphor and genius, viewing metaphor as a

talent of epic poets and tragedians:

SI3C: Hr
Ak 10 : : .
R Thegfeatest thing by far is to have a command of metaphor. This alone can not
ST
EARG be imported by another; it is the mark of genius—for to make good metaphors
. K implies an eye for resemblances ( Aristotle 72).
Fa AT
As Hawks writes about Aristotle’s account of metaphor:
SI3C: Hr

43k 10 Wndantly clear that, as an entity in itself, metaphor is regarded as a
ANFERE decorative addition to language, to be used in specific ways, and at specific
Ja AN
. EF
%147

times and places (ibid. 8-9).

In Rhetoric, (544 FXIZE) Aristotle says that the best metaphors are those
that achieve the effect of bringing things vividly before the eyes of the audience. He
argues that this effect is “produced by words which refer to things in action”( ibid.
92-93). “The best image involves a metaphaor’(ibid. 96). From the above statements,
we know that Aristotle views metaphor as a rhetorical device and.an embellishment
of language. Finally he establishes his theory on metaphor—Comparison Theory. It is

the earliest theory in the history of the study of metaphor. Its main gist is:

FRELERTETR WMHAE—ROTENE 10 BENRFLE
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1 Metaphors are matters of language and not matters of thought or

action. There is no such thing as metaphorical thought or action.

2 A metaphor of the form “Ais B” is a linguistic expression whose meaning is the

e same as a corresponding linguistic expression of the form “Ais like B, in respect
: HU
45t 10 Y5.Z.." “Respects X, Y, Z...” characterize what we have called “isolated

gl A . . oy .
ABE similarities”

Je NG
. EF 3 A metaphor can therefore only describe preexisting.similarities. It can’t
H AT create similarities (Lakoff & Johnson 1980: 153). (& R-4F 18 5| i A

—AEE AR AR, NI ARSI )
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IV. On the Mechanism of Metaphor

TR bR . Times New
Roman U5 Toks i -
Fas—41. FASTAT
4.1 Black’s Interaction Theory A AN T T ix 5 Kird LT, 5

F, M, WETE—ATAPNSFE. METE NEATATEAT, BHE

4.1.1 Introduction to Interaction Theory

= /20

@l Times Interaction Theory was originated from I. A. Richards’ theory. In his definition

New he says: “In the simplest formulation, when we use a metaphor we have two

Roman /> ) ] ) )

e T thoughts of different things active together and supported by a single word, or
R

K&K phrase, whose meaning is a resultant of their interaction”(Richard 89). The most

B A important in this definition is “two active thoughts interact with each other.” He first

provided the basic terminology and conceptual framework for discussing metaphor.
He argued that metaphor consists of two terms, the tenor, or topic, and the vehicle,

and the

FRELERTETR WMHAE—ROTENE 10 BENRFLE
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4.3 The Conceptual Integration Theory

4.3.1 An Introduction to the Conceptual Integration Theory
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%)ﬁ\ Times Conceptual Integration Theory was proposed by Gilles Fauconnier and Mark
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4.3.1.1 Four Mental Spaces

INES TR

In BT, the basis unit of cognitive organization is not the domain but the mental
@, Times

New spaces, which are a partial and temporary representational structure that speakers

Roman /> construct when thinking-or talking'about a perceived, imagined; past,
VY. Ti
AN

M. EF
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V. Conclusion | Tk ol RSO —47

The study of metaphor is, in essence, the study of how metaphor works. It is the
nucleus of metaphor study. Modern scholars discard the perspective that metaphoris a
device of rhetoric, an attachment to language, and claim that metaphor is of cognition and is
omnipresent; it is a way of human thinking. Moreover, they hold that metaphor creates
similarity instead of comparing two things which are based on the preexisting similarity.
Hence, the mechanism.of.metaphoris:to interpret how similarity is.created. Black’s theory
and Lakoffian theory,.due to some defects and deficiencies, are not able to give a clear
description of the creation of similarity. They endeavor to expound the appearance of a new

structure after a novel metaphor, but they fail to do that and result in “isomorphism”.

The mechanism of metaphor is sophisticated. It is a result of various factors. Interacting,
projecting and blending constitute the process. It is obvious that BT, on the basis of the two
above-mentioned theories, focuses on solving the problem of the “isomorphism”-structure.
To avoid committing the same mistake that all the knowledge, the features mapped from

the source domain and the structure (topology) of the target domain are interwoven.......
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